The Alpine View  ==emorn PR

December 2022 Ny

[The following poem entitled “Annunciation” appeared in the Fall 2022 edition of Insights: The
Faculty Journal of Austin Seminary in an article “Sightings of the Holy” by Paul Hooker. The po-
em gives a unique insight to the titled subject.]

Suppose it was not an angel,
“ﬂlnnun clation » but‘ dust-motes ﬂoatipg in a shaft pf light,
an idle breeze billowing the curtain,
whispering the wild and wordless wonder
of the ages.

Suppose it was not a message

from a god no one has ever claimed to see,
and from whom only madmen claim to hear
promises like these that strain the limits

of belief,
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But merely a poor girl’s fantasy

who had no sense of natural causation
and no better explanation near to hand
than godly violation of the sanctum
of her womb.

Tell me, could you blame her

for telling such a tale and, tale once told,
believing with a girl’s ferocious power,
relying on the growing evidence

of her belly?

And if she believed it,

kept it within her heart, then why not we?
Why not the world—can it not make good use
of a god who yields up life in service

of the Holy?

Here am I, she said,

a statement less of certainty than hope.
And wondering if we could say as much,
we follow at a distance on the road

to Bethlehem.

Luke 1:26-38
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Elder of the Month
Kim Marshall

Elder duties include: set
up communion, clean up
communion after wor-
ship, assist in serving
communion to shut-ins,
display paraments in
proper color each
month, schedule com-
munion servers, litur-
gists, & ushers for the
month, & ensure volun-
teer duties are covered.

Worship Volunteers

Ushers:
Bulletins will be located in
narthex each week.

Communion Servers:
Social distancing dictates
that instead of passing
the elements, we come
forward to receive the
elements individually.

Please take note that worship at Alpine on December

18 will begin at 11:00 am in order to accommodate

the combined choirs of Alpine and FUMC Hallsville

who will be performing the cantata “Appalachian

Winter” at each church that morning.
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Anita Bianchini Cora Meyer

Carolyn Blackman Bruce Ogilvie

Jack Gill Bill & Judy Rodgers

Jenae Hill Matthew Jordan Tidwell
Linda Krouse Sarah Turner

Pat Martin Kenneth & Shirley Vickers
LaVerne McGrede

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

2 —Alpine Presbyterian Church
14—Nanci Ogilvie
14—Rhonda Wallace
16 —Anita Bianchini
16—Gus Dickerson
17—Roger Kiser
24—Cathy Blair
25—Jamarr Martin

If you’ve been left off the list, let the
church office know!

BIBLE BASED AND FAMILY FRIENDLY

“Pray in the Spirit at
all timesin every
prayer and
supplication. To that
end keep alert and
always perseverein
supplication for all
THE SAINTS.”
Ephesians 6:18

Please also pray for our

Shut-In Members:

Harry Boucher

Shirl}e] Hl;nderson **Weckly worship bul-

Dori i/[ letins can be emailed

oris McQueen in a PDF document or

Cora Myer mailed to shut-in mem-
bers. Please notify the
church office at any

time of this need.

i Thursday Threaders
Will meet

#5 on December 10




Following are three ways to make your donations to the church other than in the of-
fering plate:

1. Text your contribution to the church to 779-77, type in AlpinePres & go to the link,
2. Click the “Donate” button at the top of our FB page, or

3. Click the “Contributions to the Church” button on the Alpine Presbyterian website
Home Page. (http://www.alpinepresbyterian.com/)

And don’t forget such local agencies as Hiway 80 Mission, Longview Community Minis-
tries, House of Hope, Newgate Mission, Camp Gilmont, and others whose needs are even
more urgent as they daily deal with person-to-person involvement with their clients and
outreach efforts.

Alpine Presbyterian Church

135 Hiett Lane, Longview, TX 75605
Ph: 903-663-1368

Email: admin@alpinepresbyterian.org
Website: www.alpinepresbyterian.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT To everyone at the home of:
https://www.facebook.com/alpinepresbyterian/

DOWNLOAD THE ALPINE APP!
JUST TEXT “alpinepresapp” TO 77977 & FOLLOW THE
LINK.

‘:,'beglnnimgl “‘111 .,

FlnaI day to recelve—Sunday, cemb r25 7
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Community Service Needs . . . LONGVIEW

Community Ministries

Serving With Love ‘

On-going Food Box Needs

Dry goods:
Cereal or Cereal Bars

Peanut Butter (11-18 oz jars)
Mac & Cheese (Boxed)

Dry Pinto Beans (1 or 2 [b)
Rice (I or 2 1b)

Pasta (1 or 2 1b)

Pop Tops For Transient Bags:

Fruit Cups
Snack Items
DOING THE MOST GOOD Canned Meat Items
Gatorade Bottles
Canned Vegetables:
The Salvation Army Angel Tree Green Beans, Potatoes, Carrots, Corn
1s an annual effort to assist families in need in our Mixed Vegetables
area. The following are steps that occur to make the Beans, Black Eye Peas
Angel Tree happen: Soups
1. Social service agencies and schools refer families I{::Z?toes
to The Salvation army for help with Christmas.
Participants are interviewed to verify that the Canned Meat:
family is truly in need. Tuna
Chicken
2. After verification that the family is not receiving
duplicate services from another agency, angel
tags are printed for each individual and placed on
SA Angel trees in area malls, Targets, WalMarts,
etc.
CURRENT NEEDS:

3. Generous Donors [THAT’S YOU!] select An-
gels, purchase gifts, and return them to the Angel
Tree by the given deadline on each tag.

* Cleaning supplies
* Bottled Water
* Fingernail clippers

HIWAY 80
Feascue +
Wission| |)

4. Upon their return, the gifts are taken to a SA * Refillable water bottles
Christmas Distribution Center for pickup by the * Canned Food
Angel families. * Milk * Eggs *Meat

* Games (Board, outside games), puzzles,
books, word search books, crossword puzzles
* Monetary Donations

5. During the seven days prior to Christmas Eve,
families pick up their gifts.
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THE ADVENT WREATH AND CANDLES

The true meaning of Advent is the approaching of the homecoming of the
Lord Jesus Christ during Christmas. The Advent wreath is a symbol of
watchfulness and increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The wreath’s
circular shape symbolizes eternity, or life without end. The candles remind us
that Jesus is the Light of the World — he brought light and life to a dark
world. On each of the four Sundays during advent a candle is lit. The light
grows, and so does our hope and joy.

+ First Candle (Hope) - Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon
you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people but the Lord will
arise over you, and his glory will be seen upon you. Isaiah 60:1-3

+ Second Sunday (Peace) - “the dayspring from on high has visited us: To give light to those who sit in
darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” Luke 1:78b-79

¢ Third Candle (Joy) - “and the ransomed of the Lord will return. They will enter Zion with singing; ever-

lasting joy will crown their gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.”
Isaiah 35: 10

¢ Fourth Candle (Love) - Jesus said to him, “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” John 14:6

¢ Christmas Eve (Christ Candle) “...a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:1
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The church sanctuary decorated for the Advent season!




